428               PRTRK ii. Axn nA.v/r.o ir.

permitted them the luxury of an annual foray in the
Turkish provinces.    I lerzegovina has always been the
happy  hunting-ground   of  Montenegrin   freebooters,
and under the direction of a Russian agent, Captain
Kovalevski, their tactics \vere crowned with success.
Victor}' after victor)' was won   for  two  consecutive
years, and in  Albania, too, the Turkish towns were
continually attacked.    Podgorica in particular, to-day
the Manchester of Montenegro, but then still in posses-
sion of the Turks, was almost daily besieged, and the
traveller is shown the famous bridge just outside the
town where again and again the   Moslem  and the
Montenegrin warriors fought hand to hand and foot
to foot.    On one occasion a body of Montenegrins
gained access to the place in the guise of deserters,
and nearly succeeded in blowing up the fortifications.
Fort}r heads were the ghastly booty of another skir-
mish, and, in spite of the express prohibition of the
Vladika, twenty Turkish skulls were still bleaching
on the " Turks1 Tower" in 1848.    The Czar Nicholas
I. felt compelled to expostulate with Peter upon the
cruelty of his subjects, and disavowed the part which
Kovalevski had taken in their raids.     For the last
ten   years   of   the   reign,   comparative   tranquillity
reigned  on  the Turkish  frontiers, broken  only by
the capture of the Isle of Vranina in the lake of
Scutari by the Albanians in time of peace.

Montenegro had, however, begun to recognise
that Austria was even a more dangerous enemy
than the Turk. The Austrian occupation of the
narrow strip of coast between Spica and Cattaro was
then, no less than now, a great grief to the people of